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lofty feelings of esteem with which her former adversary
inspired her.
" What Germany does not forgive is not that we won the
war, but that, during the ten years of black distress which
followed it, we did not know how, or even wish, to consider her
problems, give her advice or grant her support. Europe
might then have been reconstructed with ease. Although this
task seems to-day almost desperate, we must free ourselves
of this daily anguish by sacrificing many habits of mind to
that work which commands the future."
That, having written such a page as this, which is really
a defiance of all history and especially of the history of the
last twenty years, the man who conceived and signed it
should have become the collaborator of M. Reynaud in a
War Cabinet set up to win the war, is enough to make one
wonder whether M. Reynaud was not at the time the
victim of one of those abstractions which it is the business
of psychiatrists to analyse and cure.
After this significant profession of faith it is quite in
order to find M. Baudouin adding that: " The Franco-
German problem must be solved peacefully, without impairing
the close friendship which unites us to England."
This polite raising of the hat is patently an act of pure
courtesy, not to say, of pure hypocrisy. The feelings of
his inmost heart must be looked for in another and very
dear sentence.
" The possibility and necessity of an understanding with
Germany must be affirmedt in spite of the inability of the
masses to understand, despite the charm of long habit and
the criticisms which, on this subject, readily become insulting.11
Jacques Bainville had answered this in advance when he
wrote: " There is one sure means for France to become
Germany's friend and not to expose herself to Germany's ill-
temper, that is to fall in with her wishes, to abdicate will and
initiative. German peace is submission to German policy."
Dear, great Bainville, I prefer to know that you are lying
lifeless under a tombstone in the Marigny cemetery rather